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ATTACHMENT 1 – DEVELOPMENT PLANNING ACTIVITIES REPORT 

PLANNING PERMIT APPLICATIONS AND RELATED REQUESTS RECEIVED AND 
DETERMINED  
 
The 2020-21 financial year has seen an increase in the number of planning applications 
(standard applications and Section 72 amendments to permits) and related requests 
(secondary consents, subdivision certifications and condition 1 plans for approval) received 
compared to the previous financial year. 
 
In the 2020-21 financial year, 2543 requests were received compared to a total of 2410 in 
2019-20, resulting in an increase of 133 (5.5%) requests.  The total number of requests 
determined over the financial year was 13 less than the number received with a total of 2530 
determinations.  The number of determinations in the 2020-21 exceeded the number of 
determinations in 2019-20 by 96 (3.9%). 
 

 
Figure 1 – Total applications and requests received and determined comparison with previous financial years 
 
Figure 2 below shows the number of ‘live’ (current) applications per month across the 
financial year.  The target for live applications and requests was reduced at the beginning fo 
the review period from 450 to 400. 
 
During the review period the number of live applications and requests has remained 
reasonably steady around the live target of 400, with a low of 394 applications in January 
and a high of 412 in April. 
 
The total number of live applications and requests per month in the review period averages 
405, this is an increase of 33 live applications per month when compared to the per month 
average of 372 from the previous review period. 
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Figure 2 – Live planning applications and related requests by month 
 
As shown in Figure 3 below, on a month to month basis the number of planning applications 
received and determined has varied throughout the year.  The six month review period has 
seen a small decrease in the number of applications received and determined, which is 
typically for the second half of the financial year with a low number of applications received 
in January.  In February, March and June 2021 there were 200 or more applications 
received per month with a financial year high of 245 received in March.  The same months 
saw highs of 200+ applications determined with a peak of 239 determinations in June. 
 

 
Figure 3 – Applications and requests received and determined by month 
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PROCESSING TIMEFRAMES 
 
Figure 4 below indicates the average number of days for Council to make a determination for 
each month and the percentage of applications determined within the statutory timeframe for 
standard planning applications and VicSmart applications which have a 60 day and 10 
business day decision timeframe respectively. 
 
On average from January to June 2021, 74% of planning applications were determined 
within the 60 statutory days and 89% of VicSmart applications were determined within the 10 
business day statutory timeframe.   The month of January was notable for VicSmart 
determinations with 100% determined within the 10 business day timeframe.  January and 
June were notable months for planning applications with 79% and 81% determined in the 60 
day timeframe respectively. 
 
The average number of days for a determination varied significantly from 48 days in 
February to 85 days in April.  Overall, for the review period, the average gross days for a 
determination was less than the previous review period indicating improved processing 
times. 

 

 

 
Figure 4 – Timeframes for Determination for 2020/21 
 
APPLICATIONS BY TYPE 

Figure 5 details the planning applications received by proposal including applications for tree 
removal, multi dwelling proposals, subdivision and other permit requirements and indicates: 
 

• The number of applications for tree removal and pruning continues to be high when 
compared to the six month review periods from 2019 and earlier.  The number of tree 
related applications continues to contribute significantly to the number of live 
applications during the review period. 

• Applications for multi dwelling development increased in the second half of the 
financial year by 29% from 121 to 156.  This is the highest number of multi dwelling 
applications received in a review period since July to December 2016 and goes 
against previous trends where typically the January to June review period see less 
multi dwelling applications received than the July to December review period. 

7
7

%

6
9

% 7
5

%

7
6

%

7
3

% 7
7

%

7
9

%

7
5

%

71
%

6
3

%

7
4

% 8
1

%

80
%

5
8

%

8
6

%

8
8

%

8
8

%

7
5

%

1
0

0
%

8
6

%

8
7

%

9
0

%

8
3

%

85
%

79
74

57

48

62
66

71

48
55

85

61
54

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Jul-20 Aug-20 Sep-20 Oct-20 Nov-20 Dec-20 Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21 May-21 Jun-21

Timeframes for Determinations

Completed within Statutory Timeframe (60 days) Completed within Statutory Timeframe (10 days)

Average Gross days for Determination



Item: 5.3 Attachment 1: Development Planning Activities January to June 2021 
 

Ordinary Meeting of Council - 9 August 2021 Page 26 

• The number of subdivision applications received remains consistent with previous 
review periods with 81 received. 

 

 
Figure 5 - Planning permit applications received by proposal type 
 
Figures 6 and 7 below outline the number of planning application types (Permit applications, 
VicSmart, Section 72 Amendments, Certifications and other requests) being received and 
determined over a six month period.   
 
During the six month review period the number applications received has exceeded those 
determined in the key areas of permit applications and VicSmart applications (which are 
reportable application types).  When subdivision certifications are included, a total of 1193 
applications were determined compared with 1337 in the previous six month period. 
 

 
Figure 6 – Requests received by type 
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Figure 7 – Requests determined by type 
 
TREE PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

The number of applications lodged and determined for tree removal are shown in Figure 8 
below against the actual and target outstanding workload.   
 
An average of 61 applications were lodged per month throughout the review period year with 
the number received per month ranging between 45 and 76.  The live number of tree related 
applications remained below the target of 25 throughout the financial year. 
 

 
Figure 8: Tree Permit applications received and determined by month 
 

PLANNING INVESTIGATIONS 

An average of 18 breaches per month of Planning Permits and the Planning Scheme were 
brought to the attention of the Development Planning Unit in the review period.  These 
breaches relate to built form (such as development, overlooking and signage), land use and 
vegetation removal.  
 
As detailed in Figure 9 below, the total number of investigations instigated in the review 
period increased by 4 from 101 to 105.  The number of investigations finalised exceeded 
those received by 6 with 111 investigations closed. 
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Figure 9 – Planning complaints/investigations initiated and finalised 
 
Over the six month review period nine Planning Infringement Notices have been issued with 
one outstanding at the end of the review period after a high of six finalised in May. 
 
 

 
Figure 10 – Planning Infringements initiated and finalised 
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REVIEWS LODGED AT VCAT 
 
The total number of reviews at the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) 
received for each six month interval since 2017 is detailed in Figure 11 below. There were 
20 reviews lodged in the current review period, which is the lowest number of reviews lodged 
since 2017 and eight less than the previous review period. 
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Figure 11 – Total Reviews received by year 
 
As detailed in Figure 12 below, the majority of reviews lodged continue to be by permit 
applicants.   
 
In the review period, one review was lodged against Council not making a decision within the 
statutory timeframe (i.e. ‘out of time’).  This is the first out of time appeal lodged since the 
January to June 2019 review period. 
 
The number of reviews lodged against refusals to issue a permit for the review period is 13, 
this is three less than the previous review period and continues a decline in reviews lodged 
against refusals since 2018. 
 

 
Figure 12 – Reviews lodged by type 
 
VCAT DECISIONS RECEIVED 
 
As detailed in Figure 13 below, there has been a decrease in the number of decisions which 
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review set aside by the Tribunal compared to 50% in the previous review period.  A further 
48% of Council’s decisions were upheld and 17% of reviews varied.  The percentage of 
reviews with Council’s decision upheld at 48% is the second highest percentage of decision 
upheld for the past five review periods and indicating that the Tribunal’s view on what is 
acceptable is better aligning with Council’s view.   
 

 
Figure 13 – Outcome of reviews 
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ATTACHMENT 2 – BUILDING ACTIVITIES REPORT 

 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Banyule BPi profit by financial year (note: overhead costs not included) 
 
  
The financial performance for Banyule BPi for financial year ending 2021 is a net return of $371,014 
(excluding corporate overheads), a 37% increase on the last full financial year result. 

The performance during this period can attributed to higher value permits being processed in the 
year.  Whilst the number of permits processed is slightly down on the corresponding period, the 
value of works has been higher, resulting in higher permit fees being applied. 
 

 
 
Figure 2:  This graph highlights the number of building permits issued over 6 month periods 

 
 
The graph shows the number of issued building permits over the last 6 month period compared to 
the same period in 2020. Between January – June 2021 there were 475 permits issued, compared to 
same time in 2020 where there were 537 issued.  The department is also focusing on providing 
services for a wide range of building permit projects rather than relying on volume builders permits.  
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Figure 3. This graph shows all building permit related inspections on a year by year 6 month comparison basis. 
 
The graph indicates an increase in the total number of inspections undertaken compared with the 
corresponding period in 2020.  
 
 

  
Figure 4. This graph indicates the total active number of investigations and the level of risk associated 
with the type of investigation as well as the total numbers of investigations per month. 
 

The number of overall investigations being undertaken remain constant and no decline is anticipated 
moving forward.  
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Figure 5.  Shows the overall activity of the enforcement area within the building dept 
 

The graph highlights that the investigations received by council is consistent on a month by month 
basis and the closing off of the investigations is also consistent with no material increase in 
outstanding complaints over the past six months. 
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